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ROYAL FLYING DOCTOR SERVICE � ADDITIONAL FUNDING 
Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt � Minister for Regional Development) [12.06 pm]: I am pleased to 
inform the house that today, along with the Minister for Health, I announced an additional $29.9 million funding 
for the Royal Flying Doctor Service. The Royal Flying Doctor Service is a critical service for people living and 
working in remote and regional Western Australia. It is often the only way in which they can access specialist 
and emergency health care. 

The previous government had committed $38.6 million towards the Royal Flying Doctor Service, and that 
commitment has been honoured by the new government. In addition, the new government has committed an 
extra $29.9 million from the royalties for regions fund to ensure that this valuable service is adequately funded 
and resourced. The allocation of the additional funds from royalties for regions is the delivery of an election 
promise by the Liberal and National Parties to ensure that the RFDS is fully funded. The $29.9 million is over 
and above budgeted expenditure. The extra funding will bring total state government support for the RFDS to 
more than $171 million over the five years to 2012-13. 

Prior to this commitment, the Royal Flying Doctor Service was stretched to its limits. Without doubt, this 
organisation is a priceless asset for people living in the regions and is highly valued by country people as a 
critical element of regional health care. The RFDS has been under enormous pressure from a 17 per cent increase 
in the level of demand for its services across Western Australia over the past five years. At this morning�s 
function, the RFDS talked about how demand had increased by six per cent in the past year. Most of that 
increased demand came from the Kimberley and Pilbara�remote regions of the state. 

The Royal Flying Doctor Service has been hamstrung by a lack of staff and aircraft to carry out the demanding 
role of the delivery of health care across our vast state. With this funding, the RFDS will be able to provide more 
aircraft, pilots, doctors and nurses, ensuring that it can meet demand and response times. The RFDS will be able 
to replace five of its ageing aircraft and purchase three additional planes to be based at Port Hedland, Kalgoorlie 
and Jandakot. Funding will also be used towards housing for an extra RFDS crew to be based at Port Hedland 
and to replace outdated stretchers and loading devices with next generation equipment to increase patient and 
staff safety. 

The Royal Flying Doctor Service plays a crucial role in the health and wellbeing of rural patients, especially 
those needing emergency treatment. This funding will ensure that the RFDS can meet demand for its services 
now and into the future. 

The new Liberal-National government is committed to ensuring that Western Australians have access to quality 
health services no matter where they live. 
 


